

















Mt. Calvary News and Announcements

OUR WORSHIP AND STEWARDSHIP

L

Church Comm.

Attend. Attend.
February 25 74 68
March 1 121 104
March 4 67 —
March 8 98 —
March 11 62 —
March 15 133 105
March 18 60 —
March 22 117 —

Bible Class Sunday Tithes
Youth Adult School Offerings

_ - R %

9 46 14 $6,716.75

6 43 8 $4,542.75

4 50 6 $3,503.37

7 40 9 $3,767.11
Total $18,529.98

*Offerings from Wednesday services are counted with the following Sunday offering.

Horst, and Allys Pauli — they successfully de-
fended our Peoria/Tazewell Circuit title on March
1", They also took part in the Central Illinois Dis-
trict Bible Bowl at Springfield Lutheran High
School on March 29™. Their coach is Tom Bro-

sowske. Good work!
Easter Breakfast: The Youth Group along with

Youthful Minds will be serving the Easter Break-

fast between services on Easter Sunday. Set up

will be on Saturday Morning, April 11™, at 10:00

am. Points can be earned for help with either or

both set up and service.

Rock Climbing: The rock climbing activity we had
scheduled with Trinity's Youth Group had to be
postponed. We have rescheduled for April

26™, 6-10 pm at Upper Limits in Blooming-
ton. Watch your snail mail for details.

Youthful Minds

(THAT MEANS ALL OF YOU WHO ARE IN THE AREA,
HAVE MANAGED TO ESCAPE HIGH SCHOOL WITH YOUR
LIFE & SOULS REASONABLY INTACT, MAY OR MAY NOT
BE IN OR GRADUATED FROM COLLEGE AND WHO HAVE
NOT YET ENTERED INTO THE LIVING DEATH OF "OLDER
AGE")

Bible Studies for the Month of April: We will
be having our twice monthly Bible Studies af
6:30 pm on April 5™ at Tagge's and on April 19™
at Deaconess Christine's. Our topic is
"Vocations." If you are a part of the 20 some-
thing crowd, please join us, we would love to have
you.

Monthly Lunch Together: We will have our
monthly lunch together on Sunday, April 26™,
12:30 pm, at Qdoba, a new Mexican 6Grill, 1040
W. Camp St. in East Peoria. Please join us for
good food, conversation, and a fun time. Remem-
ber - you have to eat.

Easter Sunday Breakfast: If you can help the
youth with set up on Saturday or serving the
Easter Breakfast on Sunday, they would appreci-
ate your help.




Kid’s Page
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CARD

Many symbols remind us of Jesus’
death and resurrection. This Easter,
put some of those symbols on
special cards. Then give the cards

to other people to share the O U R LI VI N G H O P E

good news that Jesus is alive.

Easter is a time to rejoice because of what God did for us in sending his Son. Jesus is our living
What you need: wii, hope. Read 1 Peter 1:3-4 (NIV) below. Then find the bold words in the crossword search.
\ /

¢ Craftfoam N % - - . .
1 Ny @ “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given
* Penci - - us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and

¢ Scissors into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade — kept in heaven for you ....”
» Hot glue gun

* Empty food can

without label ' -\
* Paint and paintbrush <;C}\)
* Paper plate

* Paper (812"x 11")
* Markers or crayons I

L

’T

D> CIIT|V| W

What you do:

1. Choose some simple Easter
shapes to draw on the craft
foam (cross, empty tomb,
heart, etc.). |

2. Cut out each shape.

3. With an adult’s help, glue
the shapes onto the can.

4. Pour a thin layer of paint \(
onto a paper plate.

5. Roll the can in the paint )\)
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and then roll the can
onto the paper.

6. Try this several times using ) /
different colors.

7. When your paper is dry, fold /\
it into a card.

8. Write “Happy Easter!” or
a Bible verse on the front
of the card. Then give it
to someone.
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Mt. Calvary News and Announcements

LCMS WORLD MISSION

are ripe %

FROM OUR TOGETHER IN MISSION PART-

NERS — KIP & IVY HOECH

We have an opportunity to work in a totally un-
reached Dungan village for two weeks this summer. A
school there has requested us to hold a summer English
camp for their top high school English students. Now we
need 3-4 native English speakers to join us to make our
team complete. Please pray to the Lord of the harvest to
send forth workers into this field.

Here are some details:

e the strategic importance: this will be our first work in
this town where an estimated 12,000 Dungan live.
This was the first Dungan settlement outside of
China 125 years ago, a signifant point in spiritual
intercession.

e the team will be comprised of Kip and lvy Hoech
(and Noah and Kayla), 3 or 4 English-speaking vol-
unteers from Moldova (a former Russian republic),
and 3 or 4 volunteers from among our supporters.

e team members need to fill out a short application and
receive the recommendation of their pastor.

e we wll offer a daily 2-hour English club in a school for
top high school students.

e we have a "curriculum" that provides lesson plans
including large group activities, small group activities,
games, etc.

e each team member will lead a small group of 3-5
students in conversation practice, drills, games, etc.,
according to the lesson/theme of the day. No ESL
teaching experience is required.

e no translators are needed for the curriculum as
strictly English will be spoken.

e the daily schedule will include the 2-hour morning
English club, a late afternoon team meeting (about 2
hours) for prayer and coordination of the next day's
lessons, and time to build relationships with our host
families and visit students' families.

e all of us will stay with host families, which won't have
indoor plumbing. The host families would ideally be
families of the top English students who will serve as
translators for us in their homes.

e Total expenses will be $2000-$2500/person depend-
ing on airfare.

For more details or to receive an application, write ki-
pandivy@tsms.org. Thanks for keeping this team in your
prayers!

(Pastor’s Messaage continued from page 2)

not what we are given in Christ. In Christ we
are given all sorts of new passions, thoughts,
desires and works to exercise. It's not that the
doing of these things makes us *better,* but
they are part of receiving Christ’s life - and to
neglect or ignore them is to push Christ away to
a degree. May we never do that!

So growth ends up being mysterious - both a
passive and active thing. Jesus once told a par-
able of how the farmer plants the seed, and
then goes about his other business while the
seed simply grows according to its nature:
sprout, to mature plant, to mature grain for the
harvest. And so it is with us - in Christ we
grow according to the new nature we have
been given - receiving all His love, forgiveness
and grace, and then going about the business
we have been given.

Now there are things we can do to make sure
we are on a firm foundation to receive Christ
and His gifts and new life. And to that end, I
want to share with you some observations from
a brother pastor in the Southern Illinois District.
Drawing upon 2000 years of Christian wisdom
and practice, Pr. William Weedon (St. Paul’s,
Hamel, IL) made these following suggestions
about how we can better discipline our lives.

1. No Sunday without the Divine Service.
You may not feel like going. It may be
too rainy, too sunny, too cold, too hot.
Doesn't matter: let this be the start of
discipleship, a habit of weekly hearing
of the Word and receiving the Holy
Eucharist (when it is offered) with no
excuses for not being there - save for
physical disability, serious illness or
death. (Pr. Long: I would add that it is
always good to seek out church when
you are on the road or on vacation as
well.)

2. Another place where I believe our peo-
ple need to grow is in giving. First, we

(Pastor’s Message continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

need to recognize that our money is not
ours to *manage* as we see fit, but it is
ultimately the Lord's - and He wants us
to share what we have to support the
Church and worthy charities. Scripture
is clear that our giving should be propor-
tional (the intentional decision to set
apart a percentage of our income, not
just a matter of whim or mood) and
should be firstfruits (that is, our giving is
the first thing we set apart from our in-
come, not the *leftovers*). But beyond
that, there is the grace of giving. We
need to learn such a loose hold on
money that we constantly give it over to
bless others. It returns to us a hundred-
fold and in countless ways. But it's not
enough to know about it: our lives need
to become lives of giving. And not just
giving the money - though that is al-
ways a part - but giving of ourselves to
others, especially in serving them in
need.

Another place that needs attention is
our growth in prayer. Here I think our
Catechism helps us. To begin with,
make yourself say the Morning and Eve-
ning Prayers in the Catechism. Never
open or close a day without them. Once
they are habit, we turn for more help to
a wonderful resource like the Treasury of
Daily Prayer to grow in daily prayer.
Control of our body is yet another place
for growth. I think of fasting (in what-
ever capacity you are able), bodily exer-
cise that helps you to rule the body by
the mind, and reserving sexual activity
solely to the marriage bed. (Pr. Long:
*fasting® is one of those disciplines that
has been lost to much of the Lutheran
Church. At its root, what it involves is
simply not letting food control your life
- it's not about starving yourself or

10

making yourself suffer. The advice
from the ancient Church is this: don't
eat until you are *full* - but leave the
table when you have eaten what you
need. During various times, simplify
one or more meals during the week. Be
aware of how you eat - and of what is
good, or not good in your habits. Again,
this is about gaining control over your
appetites so that your appetites don't
control you.)

5. Finally: learning to seize the opportuni-
ties God presents us to "give an account
of the hope that is in us" is certainly an
area where we can daily grow. God
brings us people every day. Can we
love them in Him? Serve them in Him?
Witness to them of the hope and life that
is ours in Christ? Invite them to join us
in the Divine Service and let God richly
serve up to us His gifts?

Can a Christian grow in such areas? Unques-
tionably we can. Our growth does not mean
that God loves us more or is somehow more
pleased with us than before - His love is whole
and entire and cannot grow since it is full al-
ways. But we can grow in the apprehension of
His love, we can grow in allowing His life to be
evermore ours. For is not this the life of Christ
Himself? To devote ourselves to hearing God's
Word, to giving to others, to praying more and
more, to controlling our flesh and constantly
seeking ways to draw others into God's Fam-
ily? What is this but growing in Christ Him-
self?

A blessed celebration of Christ’s victory - and
new life - to you all!

Peace be with you and your family,



In His Service

PASTOR:

Rev. Barry Long 243-2042

DEACONESS:
Miss Christine Buchinger 694-6505

MINISTER OF MUSIC

Mr. Bruce Tagge 692-2907
SECRETARY

Mrs. Judy Honig 688-4321
CONCORDIA SCHOOL

Mr. Scott Russell, 691-8921

Interim Principal

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS

Chairman Phil Benne
Vice Chairman Gerald Horst
Secretary Judy Honig
Treasurer Carol Wessler

Finan. Secretary Diane Freeman

MEMORIALS
AND SPECIAL GIFTS
Barb Zook & Donna Stutz

WOMEN OF MT. CALVARY
Co-Chairpersons Ardeane Ruckle,
Marilou Sutherland

Vice Pres: Rosalie Klokkenga
Secretary Jessica Horman
Treasurer: Dawn Henderson

ALTAR GUILD
Co-Presidents: Abbie Matson
& Linda Khattar

Treasurer: Marcia Riddle
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Superintendent: David Heien
Pre-K, Kindergarten: Linda Crook

Deaconess Christine
Elizabeth Tagge

1st & 2nd Grades
Jan Heien & Paula Horst
3rd — 6th Grades: Jerry Horst
7th & 8th Grades: Cindy Wegner
Young Adult: Tom Brosowske

CONCORDIA SCHOOL BOARD

Carrie Kroenke & Eileen Benne

CONCORDIA FOUNDATION
Conley Stutz & Virginia Williams

CONCORDIA PROPERTIES
BOARD
Bill Barr & Daryl Claudin

Boards of Mt. Calvary

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Patty Caughey, Linda Crook,
David Heien, Jan Heien,

& Emily Wegner

BOARD OF EVANGELISM
Larry Goetz, Ty Livingston,
& Christiane Ramahi

BOARD OF YOUTH
Eileen Benne, Amanda Brosowske,
Luann Claudin, & Paula Horst

BOARD OF
LONG RANGE PLANNING
Gary Ruckle, Conley Stutz,
& Glenn Matson

BOARD OF PROPERTY
Daryl Claudin, Ardeane Ruckle,
Dan Wegner, & Bob Wegner

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP

BOARD OF ELDERS
(families under each Elder's care)
Abel—Connelly:...........Tom Brosowske
Cooper—Henderson:.....Jerry Jungck
Hoffman—Luepke:.......Jim Henderson
Manthey—Riddle.........Gary Beenders
Riebel—Zook................Paul Kroenke

H-
Christian Education at Mt. Calvary
E
Katie's Class: Daniel:
This class meets in the On hiatus until after
library during the Bible Easter. Begins again on
Study Hour. They are dis- April 22", God's people
Sunday Schoo! cussing the *“Significance had lost the Temple, the
MAKES A DIFFERENCE of Number Patterns in monarchy, and the land —
Scripture.” the three things they had
Sunday: most deeply associated
YOUTH:

Sunday School:

Age 3 through grade 6
meet downstairs.

Grades 7-8 meet in the
Bell Tower.

High School Students
meet upstairs in room
above the kitchen.

ADULTS:

Adult Class: Romans
What is the core of the
Gospel and what does it
mean for our life in this
world, our life with God
and our hope for the fu-
ture? Find out as we read
through St. Paul’s letter to
the Romans. Meets in the
Parish Hall during the
Bible Study hour.

Audio_tapes of this class
are available from David
Heien. He will be glad to
make one for you.

4;\ ) y 2, 'A ‘
- K L )
Classess-AllAges

Tuesday:
Small Group Book Study

— Meets the 2™ and 4"
Tuesdays, 6:30-8:30 pm,
in the basement, Class-
room 8. Childcare is avail-
able. This study is led by
Deaconess Christine. Cur-
rently they are reading the
book, “Dying to Live: The
Power of Forgiveness” by

Harold L. Senkbeil.
Please call Deaconess
Christine  (church-688-

4321; home-694-6505) for
more information.

Qur stidy continues..

Wednesday:
Men’s Bible Study:

Psalms: Join us as we
read through selected
Psalms up until the Easter
Season. We will read
these as expressions of
devotion from God’s peo-
ple in response to His Wis-
dom, Promise, Law, Deliv-
erance, and Goodness.
We meet at 6:30 am at
Bob Evans on Big Hol-
low Road.

11

with His gracious pres-
ence. What were they to
do? What were they to
believe? For what were
they to hope? Find out as
we review the prophet
Daniel and discover how
God protects and comforts
His own even when the
enemy seems everywhere
triumphant. Meets in the
Parish Hall at 7:00 pm.

Thursday:
Afternoon Bible Study:

1% Timothy How are the
Church and its leaders
given to stand against
false teaching that corrupts
the Gospel of Christ? Find
out as we read through
Paul’s first letter to his mis-
sionary colleague Timothy.
We meet at 1:00 pm in
the Parish Hall.
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Mt. Calvary Ev. Lutheran Church
908 W. HANSSLER PLACE
PEORIA, IL 61604

Mt. Calvary Evangelical Lutheran
Church
Mission Statement

The purpose of this congregation shall be:

«To spread the kingdomof the Wird of God by .
o the preaching of the Word of God,
o the administration of the Sacraments,
o and the religious instruction of youth and
adults according to the confessional basis of
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